Onobrychis aurea, confined to W Iran (Prov. Azarbayjan) and known from only two localities, is described as a species new to science and illustrated. O. heterophylla is reported for the first time from Iran.
The tribe Hedysareae comprises all papilionoid legumes with segmented and flattened pods: Taverniera DC., Stracheya Benth., Eversmannia Bunge, Hedysarum L., Ebenus L., Corethrodendron Basiner, Alhagi Adans. and Onobrychis Mill. (Thulin 1985 , Polhill 1981 . The last genus includes c. 130 species and is mainly distributed in the northern temperate regions but with centres of diversity in the E Mediterranean and W Asia; a few taxa are cultivated as fodder or ornamentals (Lock & Simpson 1991 , Yakovlev & al. 1996 , Mabberley 1997 . Rechinger (1984) treated 77 species under nine sections, viz. Dendrobrychis (7 species), Lophobrychis (5), Onobrychis (14), Laxiflorae (3), Anthyllium (7), Afghanicae (3), Heliobrychis (21), Hymenobrychis (12), Insignes (3), with two species remaining unassigned.
Investigations on species in the field and on herbarium specimens of Onobrychis in Iran revealed two novelties of O. sect. Heliobrychis from the province of Azarbayjan. One is a species new to science, the other is the first record of O. heterophylla C. A. Mey. for Iran.
Specimens have been examined of the Herbarium of the Ferdousi University in Mashhad (FUMH), the Herbarium of the Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands in Tehran (TARI) and the Herbarium of the Bu-Ali Sina University in Hamadan (BASUH). Ascending-erect perennial, 25-35 cm tall, with thick woody rootstock, branched at the base; stems and leaves densely silvery appressed-pilose. Stipules free, chartaceous, 4-8 × 2-3 mm, triangular, acuminate. Leaves, including the petiole of 1/3-1/5 (3-9 cm) their length, 8-15 cm long, straight or curved-ascending, with a single, terminal leaflet of 30-55 × 20-30 mm, broadly ovate to rhombic-ovate or nearly orbicular, rarely elliptic, rounded at base, rarely truncate, acute to obtuse at apex, on both sides densely hairy, greyish green; rarely some leaves additionally with 1-2 pairs of leaflets, 10-38 × 10-34 mm, otherwise similar to the terminal leaflet. Inflorescence narrow, oblong before anthesis, many-flowered, elongating in fruit. Pedicel c. 2 mm long. Bracts papery, yellowish, 2-3 × 1-1.5 mm, oblong-lanceolate, acute to acuminate. Bracteoles narrowly linear, 1-1.5 mm long. Calyx 5-9 mm long, densely appressed-pilose, greyish, rupturing along a single longitudinal line at fruiting time, teeth 3-5 mm long, linear or subulate. Corolla yellow, brownish on drying; standard 12-14 × 11-12.5 mm, suborbicular, distally somewhat emarginate, appressed-pilose; wings with the limb 5-6 × 1.5-2 mm, oblong, acuminate and the filiform claw c. 2 mm long; keel longer than wings, 11-13 mm long, limb 7-8 × 5-7 mm, claw 3-4 mm long. Filaments 15-17 mm long, the free portion 2-4 mm long. Pod with a narrowly triangular stipe up to 3 mm long, semiorbicular, pendent, 10-12 × 6-9 × 2.5-3 mm, hirtulous and foveolate on the disc, with setose crest along the margin, setae 1-1.5 mm long. Distribution. -Onobrychis aurea is known only from the dry submontane steppe NE of Tabriz in the province of Azarbayjan (Fig. 2) .
Relationships. -The new species is closely related to Onobrychis szovitsii and is also compared with O. heterophylla (Table 1) .
(2) Onobrychis heterophylla C. A. Mey. Onobrychis heterophylla has been described from Talyshshiye Gory (Talysh Mts) in the border area between Iran and the Republic of Azerbayjan. Our records are the first of this narrow endemic from the Iranian territory (Fig. 2) . 
